* 


» ſhow art careful and rroubled. abi pd I 


- 


thing is needful. Luke 
ware left any man ſpoil you. 
Deceit, Bec the Tradition 


e world, and not after Ori Cob 


ns Ted 5 IF 
., FRE £ 


— 


1 


"5 
diy 


r 


3 ts Ws — 1 r 


* 


WP.” 
3 


OO 


„ 


LMOST all the Controverſial 
Writers in Divinity (or at leaff * 
of z hoſe that T have met with) ſeem” ' 
onto me to be guilty of one of theſe. 
two Miſtakes ; and ſome of both of the: 5 
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If God requires the Belief of a Docs 
e as neceſſary to Salvation; no Man, 
who is convinced of this, can poſſi ibly doubt 
5 that the Doctrine is true. But it is 
- poſſible that. a Doctrine may be true, and - 
| Her the Belief of it may not be neceſſar7 
8 to Salvation. | 1 


£ ; 
+ x * : * 1 * 


— gm; W * 
* 


en of Capacity, 10 doubt, may be allo 
ed to debate even the bare Truth of Doc 
WE zrines ; provided that they do it with Mo: © 
LE defty and amility. But as for the Truth _ 
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-M 25 thoſe Poctrines, the Belief of which is 
g 15 a not neceſſary to Salvation, the Generality 
4 g 8 P 7 * Mankind are not capable of rightly ap- 
2 . prebending and jud ring of the Arguments 
; b, that are Broug Oy: on the one N and the 


rear Care 

taken clearly to diſtin 
are neceſſary to Sal 
are not ſo; that 
(who yet ought to tal 
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| they are not, it may be, able, with the greats 
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zeſt Application, to form a right Judgment. 
The Being of God, the Creator of all 


| » clear and convincing Arguments, as a Man 
even of a low Capacity may well apprehend : 


is clearly to find out what is neceſſary for his 
| and Controverſies about this Matter, which 
aud 


WP --ars maintained and kept up by the ſeveral 
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Things, with the Obligation that lies upon 
u., Hlis rational Creatures, to worſhip aud 
obey him ; and alſo the Truth of the Chri- 
tian Religion, in the general, may be pro- 
ved, and often have been proved by ſuch 


? 


But the. Difficulty that lies upon ſuch a Man, 
Salvation; in the midſt of all the Diſputes 


. contending Parties, who, all of them, call 
« themſelves by the common . Name of Chri- 
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Nat hing is or can be neceſſary to Salya- 
tion, But only what God, who is the Au- 
-thor and Giver of Safvation, has preſcri- 
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who would be ſaved, is concerned” and obli. 
ged with all the Care he can, to engaire. 


3 The Divine Authority of all thoſe Books 
ef Holy Scripture, which Proteſtants call 
= Canonical, may be proved, and often has 

Veen proved h very plain Arguments; and 
the univerſal Reception of them, among 
"Chriſtians-of all Ages and Places, is an un- 
Aeniable Proof that they give us a true Ae- 


ccd ef the Chriſtian Religis. 
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l as for the Apocryphal Boots which 
| he Church of Rome receiues and owns as 
= Part LR Old Teſtament'; It ir a ff 
% Divine Authority, that the Jews, un. 
fo whom wete committed the Otacles of 
God, Rom. i. 2, never reteived uf oe 
' them as ſuch; 7, 6 ſay nothing now of the other 


\ incaſe we ſhould allow them to be of Di- 
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Feiext Reaſon for ur tat allwbig them to 
Jews, un- | 


Arguments that are brought againſt them. Or P. 


| © If ile all that God requires as neceſſa- 


be clearly em 
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more than this; 7s not this to make 
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it plainly follows that every fincere Chriſtian 


muſt | thereby be concluded. 3 


Or if any Man ball undertake to ſhew that 
any thing more is required as neceſſary to 


Salvation, Beide what the Seriptuse reaches 
: Jo to be 3 an for this purpoſe ſhall urge the 


Decrees of General Councils, the Writings of - 
the Fathers. or the ancient Liturgies of the 


Church, as the Conveyers of Tradition tous ; 


Befide the particular "Anſwers that may. be, 


aud often haue bee 
gations, it is no 


h to tell him that before 


ſuch Proof ar this is ts be admitted, it muſt |} 
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than Divine Authority ; fixce none but God, 


bimſelf has Power 2 -pteſcribe the Terms 


and Conditions of Salvation. And if the 


©, Holy Scripture plainly ſays, This is all that = 
God requires as neceſſary to Salvation; aud 7 
yet any Man ſhall tell me that He r on 8 
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ſe Confiderations have put me uf on fra. 


A may be of ſome Benefit. to all ſuch Readers 


and are more defirous to know their Duty, 
and put it in praflice, than to fill their Heads 
with ſubtile Notions. © . 
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.. wing the following ſbort, but I hope plain Diſs + 
” courſe; which at firſt was delivere {as a Ser- 
mon, and is now publiſhed, in hope that it 


as ſeriouſly look beyond this tranſitory World, 


8 


*. 1 , 


ESS A Y toward Aua the 
Number of; Controverſi es a- 
wog N e 


* : 4 


* 


A” will not be amiſs, in the En- 
trance of this Diſcourſe to lay 
down ſome common Principles, 
in which all Chriſtians unant- 
mouſly agree, and which there- 
fore I need not ſtand to prove: 
Altho', if there were occaſion, 
A tray be 2 1 and indeed often have been 
proved, by. ſach clear and ſolid Arguments av are | i. 
= 55 ſufficient oa to con ince every . * 
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that God requires him to do « br Ke i it, 


1 . Mr there is one — 2 * ſtion, to whi 


II. The Chriſtian Relig 


whatever Account is given of Chriſt or His Re- 


ny Paſſages of I are ſo plain, as g 
0 doubt of the true Sea rural thaw 


| Parties, that a great many very 2 0 99 . ny 
ons are intermixed with t SG __ 
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1. All — — conſiſts in Faith and Obedi⸗ 
ence. To believe whatever a Man is perſuade 
that God requires him to believe, And to do or 
forbear every thing according as Wha is perſuaded 


up the Sum, total of every Man's Religion. 
as it was deliver- 

ed to the World by 1 C57 and his Apo- 
ſtles, is from God, 11 fas God for its Author. 
III. A true Account of the Chriſtian Relig 
an is given in the Holy Scriptures. of the Old 
and New Teſtament. The Church of Rome indeed 
will not allow it to be a full Account; for which 
Reaſon they add what they call Tradition to it: But 


ligion in the Holy Scriptures, they allow it to be 
true : Which is enough for wy preſent Fur oſe. 
IV. However difficult it may be to 600 


the true Meaning and full Import of divers ob- 
ſcure Paſſages of Holy Scripture z Vet 2 ma- 


. Theſe four Thin fly premiſedd; 
Ir is juſtly . 32 ober | 


Religion': ember den 
Man to r 


[0 greater part of 


e's 0 00's clear and full A | 
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ru! 
ſwer, he will have very little Occaſion to tro 
ble himſelf about any other Queſtion or Contro- 
verſy in Religion. The Queſtion which I mean 
is this, Nhat muſt a Man do to be ſure and cer- 
tain of eternal Salvation? If a Man be well and 
fully informed of every thing which is neceſſary | Jy 
for his Salvation, and takes ſufficient Care to put 
it duly in practice; What poſſible Occaſion can 
he have for any more Religion, or how indeed can 
any thing properly be called by the Name of Ro- 
-ligion that is not weceſſary to Salvation ? 
Now the various ways that Chriſtians of diffe- 
rent Parties have, of giving an Anſwer to this 
moſt important Queſtion, being ſtill a great Per- 
plexity to the Minds of many well-meaning Men, 
and the Occaſion of many Diviſions and Schiſms 
in the Church of Chrifz The beſt and indeed 
the only Way for a Man to arrive at full Satis- 
faction herein, will be to have recourſe to Jeſus 
Chrifs himſelf and his Apoſtles, whoſe Authority 
among all Chriſtians is unqueſtionable; and to 
learn what is the Anſwer which they have gi- 
ven to it. And if we plainly find that they have 
| given a full and clear Account of all that-is..ne- | 
K uy to Salvation, What Man is there, who 
| Calls himſelf a Chriſian, that will dare to make 
any Alteration in, or Addition to what they haye 
5 # 1 n made known touching this 4 
. To come home then to the Point; We find® 
this very Queſtion put to our Bleſſed Saviour, in 
theſe Words, Mart. 19. 16. M bat good thing ſhall 
La that I may baue eternal life? To when 5 
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Saviour returns this Anſwer, v. 17. F thou wilt 
enter into life keep the commandments. The ſame 

. Queſtion, with our Saviour's Anſwer to it, is re- 

7 g corded by St. Mark, chap. 10. v. 16, 17. And by 

SGWͤr. Laute, chap. 18. v. 17, &c. Again upon another 

Occaſion, à certain Lawyer, to make a Tryal of 
dur Bleſſed Saviour, puts the ſame Queſtion to 

eternal life? He ſaid unto bim,-what is written in 

3 ie law ? How readeſt thou? And he anſwering ſaid, 

Don ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy heart, 

8 and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy ſtrength, and 
*with all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thy ſelf. 

Aud be ſaid unto him, thou haſt anſwered right ; 

this do and thou ſhalt live. Luke 10. 25, Sc. 
Thus we have our Bleſſed Saviour's Anſwer to 
this great Queſtion: Let us hear alſo what the 
r pe 7 nhl gfe 
Acts 2. 37. The People ſaid unto Peter, and 
to the reſt of the apoſiles, men and brethren what 
all we do? Their Meaning undoubtedly was to 
know what they were to do, in order to their Sal- 
vation. Then Peter ſaid unto them, Repent and le 
= baptized every one of you in the name of Feſus Chriſt, 

Por ibe remiſſion of ſins. Tho? this Anſwer is ex- 

preſſed in other Words; yet in reality it is the 
very ſame that our Saviour (as we have heard) 

= had before given to the like Queſtion; Repent- 
a4nce being nothing but the turning away from 
=  -—Sin,'to keep the Commandments of God; and it 

eee in bis name. Matt. 28. 19. 
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As 16. 30. we again find this ſame Queſtion 
to have been put to St. Paul and his Companion 
Silas, by the keeper of the priſon who had them 
in Cuſtody : Sirs (ſaid he) what muſt J do to be 

ſaved ? To which their Anſwer was, Believe onthe, 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt and thou ſpalt be ſaved, and thy 
bouſe; that is to ſay, as many of thy Houſe as 

| ſhall Believe. Now that this Anſwer alſo is ex- 
actly agreeable to thoſe which I have already men- 
tioned will eaſily appear if we conſider, that to 
believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt moſt certainly in- 
cludes. the receiving and owning the Doctrine 
which he taught; the fundamental Principle of 
which was, That to keep the Commandments of. God 
is the only way to Salvation; and that one of theſe 
Commandments is, That we ſhould believe on the 
name of his ſon Feſus Gorif' 3 AS St. Jobn ex prels- 
ly tells us, 1 John 3. 23. 

Altho' theſe Anſwers, as I have thus nakedly 
ſet them down, may appear to be ſufficiently plain 
to every honeſt Man, who ſincerely aims at the 
Knowledge of his Duty; yet that they may make, 
if poſſible, a; fuller and clearer Impreſſion upon 
our Minds, it will not be amiſs to add a few other 
remarkable Paſſages of Holy Scripture ro them, 
wherein God is pleaſed to point out the Sum and 
Subſtance of all that he requires from Men; and 
Conſequently all that is neceſſary to our eternal Sal. 

| vation. | 8 
Deut. 10. 12, Moſes z5 thus Db unto the Peo- 
ple of God. And now Iſrael, what doth the Lore 
y God re ks of thee, but to fear the Lord thy 0 
il all his Ye and 10 * bi 1 nd 4 F 4” 85 
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and in a particular manner for their Hypocriſy in 


The Propher Mizab' puts this Queſtion of 4 
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| ſerve the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with. 


all thy ſoul, to keep the commandments of the Lord, 
and his ftatutes, which I command thee this day fon 
RI CA. SE Fug 
Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole mat- 


ter: Fear God and keep his commandments; Fur 


this is the whole duty of man; ſays Solomon, Eccleſ.. © 
1 11 N Wt EO af 
The Prophet Jſaiab having expoſtulated with - 
the People of Hrael for their great Wickedneſs, 


* 
1 
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performing the outward ceremonial part of Re- 
igion, when at the ſame time they were moſt 


corrupt and immoral in their Lives; at laſt comes 


to ſhew them what they muſt do; in order to a 
full Reconciliation with Almighty God, whom 
they had moſt grievouſly offended. Waſb ye (lays ** 
God by the Mouth of that Prophet) mate you 
clean, put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes, ceaſe to do evil, learn to do woll, ſeek 
Judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge ihe fatherleſi, 
plead for the widow. After which it follows, 8% 
your fins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be as white as now; 
tho" they be red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool. - 


Iſaiah 1. 16, CG 8ò © 
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Man who appears deſirous to pleaſe God. her- 
wit hal ſhall I come before the Lord and bow my ſelf ©; 
before the high God? c. To which he gives this 
Anſwer; He bath ſhewed thee, O man, what is © 
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N Sea n0 reſpetier of perſons : But in every nati- 
en be, that feareth him and worketh righteouſneſs, is 
5 with hint, ſays St. Peter, Acts 10. 34 


2, "The grace of God that brmgeth ſalvation hath 


| appeared to all men; teaching us that, denying un- 
| godhineſs and worldly Tufts, we ſoould live ſoberly, 
Tighteouſly, and godh in this preſent world; Looking 


for that bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of 
'#he great God, and our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt: fa ys 


Stk. Paul, Tit. 2. 11, Ge. 


other like Paſſages of Holy Scripture 


9 might be added, if, in ſo plain a Caſe, it were 


neceſſary; but the main Tenor and Drift both of 


the Old and New Teſtament, being manifeſtly 
all to this very purpoſe, makes it altogether need- 


tefs. And therefore from the whole I may u 
on very fure Grounds, lay down this Concluſi- 


on; in anſwer to the Queſtion propoſed ; - 


That To believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt at ts 
keep the Commandments of God, is the fare and 2 
Jy way to eternal Salvation. 

The Neceflity of believing: in in he Lord ſr 


Cbriſt, in order to Salvation, is molt eæpreſiy de- 
cClared in the Holy Scriptures. Thus our Savi- 
our himſelf ſays God ſo loved the world, that he 
© gave bis only begotten ſon, that wboſor ver believeth 
in him foould not periſh, but hive everlaſting life, 
. S&c. John 3. 16, 17, 18, 19. And again, v. 3-4 5 2 
Et that believeth on the- Jon, hath everlaſting -life :' + 
Aud be, that believeth not the ſon, ſball 10. * 3 | 


* the wrath Prom on bim. 


A gain, This is _- 0h. that they might know: 
** the only true God, and Jeſus Chrift ow thou. 
Haſt ſept . 
in any otber For there is none other name under 
bes ven given among men, whereby ave muſt be ſa- 
ved. As St. Peter tells us, Adts 4.12. To which 
many more Texts might be added, but that they 
are already ſufficiently known to every one who 
|- = *4s but a little acquainted with the New Teſtament. 
And that it is in like manner neceſſary that we 
1 "heed the Commandments of God is ſo expreſsly de- 
chlared in the Paſſages which I have already quo- 
2M ted, with many others that might be added, and 
*fo univerſally acknowledged by all Chriſtians, that 
1 need ſay no more for the Proof of it. 
Before I proceed farther in what 1 8 
E. ye is one Difficulty, with which many ſeem 
i . to be puzled, for the removing of which it will 
not be improper to ſay ſomething. 
If (ay they) explicitly to believe in J. Chriſt, 
and to keep the Commandments of God, be 
thus abſolutely neceſſary to eternal Salvation ; 5 
.© what ſhall become of thoſe who, all their Life 
long, have been, are, or ſhall be kept in inyin- 
©. cible Ignorance of all, or almoſt all theſe things? 
It. is impoſſible for a Man to believe in Chriſt, 
* i has never heard of him, or of the Grounds 2 
© $.gr. Reaſons, upon which our Belief in him is to 
Dc. founded. Ir is alſo impoſlible for him to 
Vp the Com mandments wed G09, if he does 
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ohn 17. 3. Neither is there ſalvation © 


5 of coming to Abe Knowledge of them, is be- 


8 banden Aſſurance that God is infinite 


1 juſtly deſerves to be puniſhed z and whatever Pu- 
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; F 
2 «ed 26d 8 toe only in the utter Ignorance of 
Tull theſe things, bur without any Way or Means 


yond : And that Millions and Millions 
2 more are likely to continue to do the fame, may 
„well be — 5 from the preſent State of 
A Mankind upon the Face of the Earth. Muſt 
© all theſe poor Souls then be*eternally: damned 
for not believing and doing what, for want of 
Knowledge and even the Means of it, was ab- 
c ſolutely impoſſible for them to believe or do? 
: _ not ths Judge of all the earth da-right7 < Gen. | 
1 . : 
10 ll v which it is very. fuſficient to 4 in 
the Words of Mofes, That ſecret things belong un- 
to the Lord our God: but thoſe things which are re- 
vealed belong. to us and 10 our chiluren for e ever. ä 
29. 29. 
Both Reaſan. and Holy Scripture ive us a- 
pie juſt and 
good; and therefore that he will neither del un- 
juſtly nor cruelly with any Man. If a Man has 
ſufficient Knowledge, and will not act according 
to it; Or if he DS: the Means of Knowledge in 
huis Power, and wilt not make uſe of them, he 


niſſiment he undergoes for his Obſtinacy or gross 
Neglect, he 9 it on himſelf; and therefore 
. none but himſelf to blame for it. And yer - £8 
hat Allowance God will make, even in ſome of 3 _ 
+, theſe Caſes, for the Weaknels and Frailty of Man, 
where the Temptations are very N or ſud- oy 5 
den, is more worth we INES ee genera - EY 

e 


63 5 


eb Bir chiles) F the Lord pityeth them that * 
him. For he knoweth our frame, he remembretb 


that we are duſt. Pſal. 103. 13, 14. Which-good-/” 


neſs of God, inſtead of making us preſumptuous, 
ought 0 lead us to repentance. Rom. 2. 4. But how * 


he will deat with thoſe who are imncibly (and 


therefore inculpably) ignorant is a Secret, which 


he has reſerved to himſelf; for which Reaſon it 


would be a vain Preſumption in us to enquire 
into it. There is ſcarce any Man, even among 
the Heathens, ſo ignorant or ſtupid, as not to 
carry ſome Light of Religion in his o-,-n Rea- 
ſon and Conſcience, How far this Light ſbews 
the work of the law written in bis e, (As the 
Apoſtle expreſſes it, Ram. 2. 15.) can be known 
only to God, who is the arch of hearts ; nor 
has God, upon this Oecaſion, made any thing 
more known to us, but only that as many as have 
ſinned without law, ſball alſo periſh withoat law : and 
as many as have ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by 


the law. Rom. 2. 12. God will not judge any Man 


by a Law which he never knew, nor had any 
way to come to the Knowledge of: But ſuch 
Men ſhall be judged by their own Conſciences; 


nor is it to be doubted but that God will pals 


a righteous Sentence on them; but what that 
Sentence will be, either, in the general, with re- 
ſpect to them al, or in particular with reſpect to 
any one Man, is never to be known to any but 


Soc, until the Breut Day of the Lord ſhall dif | 
©. cover ii. | 


Wben St. Peter, like ee Men, Was defirginy 1 


3 8 "7 0 have his Curioſity. gratified; and in order there» 
} E a — ro our Bleſſed Saviour, to 
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our Saviour, inſtead of complying with ſuch a | 
fruitleſs Requeſt, gives him a gentle Rebuke. 2 
is that to thee, (lays he) follow thou me : Joh. 21. 
22. In like manner, if a Man ſhall be inquiſi- 
tive to know in what State the ancient Patri: 
archs and others are, who had but an imperfect { 
Knowledge of Chriſt, before his Coming into 
the World; or what is or ſhall. become of the 
Heathens, or others who never had, or are like 
to have any Knowledge at all of Chriſt, and bur 
very little or none of God's Commandments; the 
like Anſwer may be given to him: What is 
© all this to thee? Or how art thou concerned 
c in it? Follow thou Chriſt; be thankful for the 
© Means of Salvation which he hath afforded 
© thee, and make the right Uſe of them; but 
c do not pretend to intermeddle with Matters 
© which belong unto God alone, and wherein 
© thou haſt nothing to do. 
Setting therefore this Queſtion intirely aſide; 
as alrogether uſeleſs and impertinent to us; there 
are two other things which are here neceſlary to 13 
be inquired into, in order to our better underſtan - Ro 
ding the Way of Salvation. 5 
Hnrſi, What are the particular things compre- 
Hended under this general Expreſſion of believing- 
zn ibe Lord Telus Chriſt? Or in other Words, 
| What are the ſeveral Particulars which the Holy- 


8 


Seripture propoſes to be believed concerning 
; Chrift, in order to our being ſaved thro him 
"Secondly, What are thoſe Commandments of F 4 

5 God, which for the fame purpoſe, we af > obliefs”” 
_ to 1 „ 
B 2 


La} 

Firſt then, What are the ſeveral Particulars 
which the Holy Scripture propoſes to be believ- 
ed concerning Cbriſt, in order to our being ſaved 
through him ? 

And here I may well hy down this as a fun- 
damental Rule, That whatever God has made known 
concerning Jeſus Chriſt, we are bound to believe the 
ſame, as far as we can by our reaſonable Diligence 
attain to the Knowledge of it. It is very poſfible 
indeed that one Man may have much more Know- 
ledge of theſe thing the another (for want cither 

of Chpacity or due [ mice) is able to arrive to. 
But that every Man is bound to make an honeſt 

and ſincere Enquiry into what God has made 
known concerning them, and to believe whate- 
ver he finds that God has made known, is what 
I am ſure no Chriſtian will deny, and therefore 1 
need not offer any Proof for it. 

In the firſt place then, The chief and princi- 
pal thing that God has made known to us of 
Jeſus Chrift, and which for that Reaſon we are 

bound to believe, is that Ze is the Son of God. I 
call this the chief and principal thing to be belie- 
ved of him, becauſe I find it fo to be repreſent- 
ed in the Holy Scripture. Thus when our Sa- 
viour put this Que { tion to his Apoſtles, hom 
ky ye that I am? Simon Peter anſwered and ſaid, 
Thou art Chriſt, the ſon of the living God. And Fe- 
Js. anſwered and ſaid unto bim, Bleſſed art tho 
| Simon Bar jonas For fleſh and "blood bath not re» 
aled it unto 15 but my 54415 which | is in beas / 
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ion: Thou haf the words of eternal life, * we 
believe and are ſure that thou art the Chriſt, the 
ſon of the living God. Joh. 6. 68, 69. 
John 11. 25. Our Bleſſed Saviour ſays of him- 
ſelf unto Martha, I am the reſurrection and the life: 
He that believeth in me, though be were dead yet ſhall 
be live. And whoſoever liveth and believeth in me, 
fall never dye.  Believeſt thou this? She ſaith un- 
10 bim, yea Lord: ¶ believe that thou art the Chriſt, 
the ſou of God, which ſhould come into the world. 
Mben the Eunucb, upon the Inſtruction which 
| he had received from Philip, expreſſed a Deſire 
to be baptized ; Philip ſaid, If thou believeſs with 
all thine heart thou mapeſt. And be anſwered and 
ſaid, I believe that Feſus Chriſt is the ſon of God. 
Upon which Profeflion of his Faith, Philip im- 
mediately baptized him, and thereby received him 
as a Member of the Church of Ghriſt; as we 
read, Acts 8. 36. 37. 38. 5 | 
When Sr. Paul had been miraculouſly eon: 
verted to the Chriſtian Faith; and from a Per- 
ſecutor of the Goſpel, was, by Chriſt himſell, 
made an Apoſtle and Preacher of it; this was the 
principal and fundamental Doctrine which he e- 
very where taught; as we are expreſsly told, 
Acts . 20. Straightway be preached Chriſt in the 
oY Synagogues, that be is the ſon of God. | | 
Myoſoever foall confeſs that Jeſus is the Sou of 
God; Cad dwelleth in him, and he in God, lays St. | 
A John; 1 Joh. iv. 15. And ag ain, Au is be thas 


By 


. ee he _—_ up he that 3 zhat . 3 


More than this needs not, I think, be ſaid to 


of 


any one who acknowledges the Divine Autho- 
rity of the Holy Scriptures, to make it appear 


is the Son of God : But here there ariſes a Diffi- 
culty, which at firft was ſtarted by ſuch Men 
as were for meaſuring all Things by their own 


not a little perplexed others alſo z and therefore 
T ſhall endeavour to do, without intermeddling 


godly edifying, which is in faith; To which Sort 
of Things the Apoſtle directs us not to give heed. 
„% Dor Re 
The way of fairly propoſing a Difficulty is, 
Firft to grant all that is plainly to be 2 
and then to ſhew what more remains that yet 
wants to be cleared up. After which Manner, 
Difficulty which I have told you here ariſes, he 
ar ths proceed ole ft on 
Fi, He muſt grant that Jeſus Chriſt moſt 
certainly is the Son of God; becauſe He is often, 


Seriprure ſo to be, as I have already ſhewn you. 


condly, He muſt grant that ſuch great and 


ture to 
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this Purpoſe are many and very well 
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to him, that the chief and principal Thing, to 
be believed of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is that He 


Underſtanding; but, in Proceſs of Time, has 
ought to have a fair Anſwer given to it; which 


with ſuch Cavils as miniſter queſtions rather than 


if a Man of Candor and Ingenuity propoſes the 


im a very remarkable Manner declared in Holy 


What remains therefore here to be explained, is 
N what is the true Meaning of this Expreſſion. 
[5 Y-4 ; 
glorious Things are ſpoken of him, as cannot. 
peoſſibly agree to any meer Man, nor indeed to 
any one but God» The Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
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known: 1 ſhall only mention two or three of 


G : LC 

Job. i. 1. We thus read: In the beginning was 
 #be Word, and the Word was with God; and the 
Word was God,; The ſame was in the beginning 
with God. All things were made by him, and with- 
aut him was not any thing made, that was made. 
In him was life, and the life was the light of Men, 
&c. Why this Term, Word (or Logos, as jt is 
in the Original Greek) is made uſe of, we need 


not here enquire. But that all this is ſpoken of 
our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, is allowed on all hands, 


and moſt manifeſtly appears from v. 14. Where 
Sr. Jobn, continuing his Diſcourſe, ſays, The 
Word was made Fleſh and dwelt among us, Aud 
we beheld bis glory, the glory as of the only begot- 
ten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 


Col. ii. 3. The Apoſtle, ſpeaking of Chriſt, 


ſays, that in him are hid all the treaſures of wiſdom 
and knowledge : And v. 9. he fays, that in him 
dwelleth all the fulneſs of the Godhead bodily ; 


Which is ſych a Conjunction of the Divine and 


Human Nature in him, as never was in any o- 


ther Man. It was a peculiar Privilege which 


. God youchſafed unto his choſen Servant Moſes, 
that whereas he made himſelf known unto. other 
prophets in viſiont or dreams; with faithful Moſes 
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Heb. i. 2. The Apoſtle tells us, that God hath 
in theſe laſt days ſpoken. to us by his Son, whom be 
hath appointed heir of all things; by whom alſo he 
made the worlds. A ho being the brightneſs of his 
glory, and the expreſs image of his perſon, and up- 
holding all things by "the word of his power, when 
he had by himſelf purged our fins, ſat down on the 
right hand of the Majeſty on high. Being made ſo 
much better than the Angels, as He hath by inheri- 
zance obtained a more excellent name than they. For 
unto which of the Angels [aid Fe, at any time, Thou 
art my Son, this day have ] begotten thee ? And 
again, I will be to him a Father, and he ſhall be 
zo me a Son? And again, Hhen be bringeth in 
the firſt begotten into the world, He ſaith, and let 
the Angels of God worſhip him. And of the Angels 
Fe ſaith, who maketh his Angels ſpirits, and his 
Miniſters a flame of fire. But unto the Son be ſaith, 
Thy throne O 'God, is for ever and ever, a ſcepire 
of righteouſneſs is the ſceptre of thy Kingdom, &c. 
Many other pregnant Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
ture might, to the ſame Purpole be added; But 
bthey are fo well known that I need not now 
mention them; Thoſe which I have already al- 
edged being very ſufficient to prove what I have 
laid, muſt in the ſecond Place be granted, and 
= indeed is generally allow'd by all Chriſtians; that 
fſuch great and glorious Things are ſpoken of 
' Chriſt, as cannot. poſlibly agree to any meer Man, 
no nor to any Angel, or Creature, how, excel . 


bent ſoever, but only to God. 
rah, It. is alſo granted that Jeſus Chriſ n 
the Son of God, not barely in the ſame manner 


L 25 ] 
times alſo called the Sons of God; But in a manner 
peculiar to himſelf, and altogether different from 
hat wherein any other Perſon has this Appella- 
tion given to him. But the Streſs of the Diffi- 
culty lies here, that we have no Conception of 
the Manner how God, who 1s an eternal, infi- 
nite and immortal Spirit, could beget a Son; and 
how is it then poſſible for us to believe a thing 
of which we neither have, nor indeed are capa» 

ble of having any Conception or Notion? 
Io this it will be eaſy to give a fatisfaftory 
Anſwer, by confidering that there are many 
Things which we believe and are fully perſwad- 
ed and convinced of, altho' we are altogether 
ignorant of the Manner how they are, or came 

to be, ſuch as we fully believe them to be. 

Every man is by his own Experience fully 


convinced that his Soul is united to his Body: 


Bur how and in what Manner it is thus united, 
ſo as to give Life, Senſation and Motion to the 
Body, which without the Soul would be but a 
dead Carcaſs, no Man is able to give an Ac- 
count. 5 „ | 
Every Man, who conſiders, muſt of Neceflity 

be convinced that there is and muſt be an eternal 
firft Cauſe of all Things which never had nor could 
| have a Beginning of Being. For if there had 
been but one fingle Inſtant in which Nothing 
at all did exiſt, it would be abſolutely impoſſible 


that any thing ſhould ever have exiſted, or been off 


produced. And yet how, or after what Manner, 


+. Nt is potfible that any Thing ſhould be, or exiſt, 
wirhout any Beginning of its Being, is altoge- 
| 1 beyond rhe Reach of our finite'Underſtangs” _ | 


of of N 8 : N F 
: Ae i 5 
1 

A 


<3, * £4 l 
5 K PO FFC ; 2 
- * b 7 * 5 , . * - & 3 ä 
EF? FE I ED, : ; BOS +> 4 * = 2 
2 nn 4 . N 2 
— w 
8 * * 


1261 


8 Man, who has any Religion, belongs 
| that God is preſent in all the Parts of the Uni- 
verſe, ſo as every where to know all Things, a 
to be able to do whatever is poſſible to be done. 
But how, and in what Manner, He is thus Om- 
nipreſent, Omniſcient, and Omnipotent, the grea- 
tet Philoſopher is not able to conceive. _ 
To give but one Inſtance more, and that a ve- 
Ty familiar one ; A Man born blind, wha never 
had the leaſt glimmering of Light; by the Can- 
verſation which he has with other Men, is fully 
convinced that there is ſuch a Senſe as Sight, 
whereby Men diſcoyer and diſtinguiſh Things 
one from another at a Diſtance. But how, and 
after what Manner, it is that Men ſee, and thus 
diſtinguiſh Qbjects, * neither has nor can haye 
the leaſt Apprehenſion or Notion. 
Let us now apply theſe few Inſtances to the 
Matter i in hand. We have the infallible Teſtimony | 
of the Holy Scripture , that Jeſus Chrift is * 
Son, the begotten, the only begotten Son of G 
Joh. i. 14. 18. The only Difficulty, in believing 
this, ariſes from hence, that we are not able to 
conceive the Manner how God, who is an cter- - 
nal, infinite, and immortal Spirit, could begęt 3 
Son. Bur if this be a good Reaſon for not * 
lieving Jeſus Chrift to — the Son of God ; by 


Souls are united to our Bodies: We muſt not 
believe that God is Eternal, Omnipreſent, Om: 
niſcient, or Omnipotent; becauſe our weak Un- 
3 . is not able to form a Notion of the 
Manner how theſe Things are ſo: And a blind 
0 Man. FOR all chat his ee ; 
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the fame Rule we muſt not believe that our own po 


ff 
ſay to him, muſt never believe that there is any 
ſuch thing as Sight, Light, or Colours; becauſe 
it is impoſſible for him without the proper Fa- 
culty, to conceive any Notion of them. Indeed, 
at this Rate, we mult not believe that any Cauſe 
produces any Effect; becaule the wiſeſt of Men 
are not able to give a clear Account of the Man- 
ner how Cauſes operate. So that at laſt we muſt 
come to believe nothing at all. 5 
SGod requires no Impoſſibility from us; and 
therefore does not expect that we ſhould believe 
more of any Thing, than what He has given us 
both the Capacity and Means of informing our 
ſelves, and coming to the Knowledge of: But to 
refuſe to believe any thing that He has ſo ex- 
preſly declared in His holy Word, only becauſe 
we do not underſtand the Manner how it is, or 
comes to be, is plainly to fer our own weak and 
dim-fighted Wiſdom, upon a level with His Di- 
vine Omniſcience. es 8 0 
VM know the Things of God but in part; we 
propbeſie of them but in part; we ſee them through 
a glaſs darkly, or in a riddle (as it is in the Ori- 
ginal, and Margin of our Bibles) 1 Cor. xiii. 9. 12. 


Me walk by faith not by fight; 2 Cor. v. 7. And 


faith is the evidence of things not ſeen ; Heb. xi. 1. 
He therefore who believes all thoſe great and 
glorious Things, that God has, in his holy Word, 
molt plainly declared of Feſus Chriſt, and particu- 
larly that He is he only begotten Son of God; and 
in Conſequence of this Belief, honoureth the Son, 
as he honouteth the Father, as our Saviour expreſs- 
Ks iy tells us we are to do, Job. v. 23. His Faith, in 
* 


# * 


is Point, is very ſufficient, becauſe he believes 
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al of 2 that God has thought fit to . known 
to us: And as for the Manner how theſe Things 
are or come ſo to be, which God has not thought 
fit to reveal; he muſt be content to be ignorant 
of it, until he comes to ſee God Face 70 e. 
1 Cor. xiii. 12. 5 

And thus I have given ſuch an Account, as 
the Holy Scripture gives of the chief and prin- 
cipal Thing which God has made known to be 
believed by us of Jeſus Chriſt ; which is that He 
is the Son of God in a Manner peculiar to him 
ſelf, altho' to us unknown. 

Other Things there are which God has made 
known unto us of Jeſus Chriſt, which therefore 
we ought to enquire into and believe, it bei 
our Duty to grow in the knowledge of our —— 
and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; 2 Pet. iii. 18. and not on- 
ly to add to our faith virtue, but alſo zo our virtue 
knowledge ;, Chap. | 

'The Things 4 Fh I be point at, are ſo 
very plainly ſer forth in Scripture, that be who 
runs may read them (As the Prophet ſpeaks, Hab. 
ii. 2.) and therefore I need only to mention them; 
becauſe rhey are generally known and belicyed 
by all Chriſtians. 

Thus then we are moſt plainly taught i in Ho- 
ly Scripture; andi it is accordingly acknowledged 
and believed by thoſe who receive and profeſs tbe 
e of Chriſt, Thar 1 is to ſay, 5 


That the Son of God became Man, and toak 


=». our Nature upon him; 


A We ee hee of he Holy 


1 Ee hoſt, He was conceived in the Womb of a "Fe 
hy ; 2 2 I 


ar d born of ber; 3 


[29] 
That he was of the Lineage of holy Abras 
bam and David, © 
That he led a moſt pure and holy Life, with- 
out the leaſt Spot or Stain of Sin; | 
That He was the Chrif, or Mefiah, whom 
God had long before promiſed to ſend into the 

World for great and glorious Purpoſes; _ 

Tbat all Nis Doctrine, which he taught, was 
from God, and therefore undoubtedly true; 
That all the Commands and Precepts, which 
he gave out, were alſo from God, and therefore 

to be obeyed; 

That for the Confirmation of the Truth, of 
his Doctrine, and the Authority of his Precepts, / 
he wrought many Miracles, which, could not have 
been performed but by the extraordinary Power 

of God; 

That he was un juſtly crucified and put to 
death; his Soul being ſeparated from 'his Body ; 
That his Body was buried and continued i in the 
State of Death 57 the third Day; 

That upon the third Day he roſe again to 
Life; Of which his Apoſtles and Diſciples are 
faithful Fe ; 
That, at the End of forty Days, he was viſt- 
bly taken up, into Heaven; 
_ © That he fits at the right Hand of the Majeſty 
of God, and has all Power in Heaven and Earth; 
1 hat before his death, he ordained and com- 
manded that all, who ſhould believe on him, 
ſhould eat of that Bread, and drink of that Cup, 
which he appo 2 in Remembrance of his 
| 33 and Pa | „ 
3 before his Aſccaſion, he . Pa W 
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and Commandment to his Apoſtles to teach his 
Doctrine and publiſh his Precepts unto all Na- 
tions, and to receive all that ſhould believe on 
him into his Church by Baptiſm, in ibe Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
For which Reaſon his Church is truly Cazbolick, 
or Univerſal ; becauſe all Nations of the World 
are equally admitted into it:: 
That, in the Communion of his holy Church, 
Forgiveneſs of Sins is moſt certainly to be had, 
upon the Conditions of Faith and Repentance: 
His Death and Paſſion being a Sacrifice and Pro- 
pitiation for the Sins of the World; and he be- 
ing not only our Lord, but alſo our High- Prieſt, 
and the one Mediator between God and us 
That, to enable his Apoſtles and Diſciples to 
publiſh thoſe glad Tidings to the World, and 
bring Men over to the Belief of them, he ſent 
the Holy Ghoſt, the bleſſed Spirit of God, who 
is one with the Father and the Son, to inſpire 
and endow them with perfect Knowledge, and 
every other Gift that was neceſſary for this Pur- 
pole, and to aſſiſt every faithful Chriſtian in the 
way of Salvation to the End of the World; 
And, Laſly, That He is appointed to be the 
Judge of all Men; before whoſe Judgment - ſeat 
we muſt every one of us ſtand at the laſt great 
Day, to receive Sentence, either for eternal Hap- 
pineſs or everlaſting Puniſnment, according as we 
have performed or neglected our Duty. In order 
to which Judgment, the Bodies of all, who then 
hall have died, will be raiſed up and re- united 


ies their Souls, and a Change will be made in all 
e who then ſhall be found alve. 
— _ 8 Theſe 


E356] 
T heſe are the particular Things comprehend- 
ed under this general Expreſſion of believing in the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, in order to our Salvation; and 
they are all of them ſo plainly taught in the ho- 
8 and ſo unanimouſly believed in all 

hriſtian Churches, that tis hard to conceive 
how any Man can be ignorant of them or any 


of them, except it be for want of Enquiry or 


Attention: Or if any Man, thro' the Want of 
Capacity or Inſtruction, is not ſufficiently inform- 
ed about them; he muſt be left to anſwer for 
himſelf at the great Judgment- Day. But if any 
Man ſhall refuſe to believe them ot any of them, 
becauſe he is not able to find out the —_ 

Manner how they are or can be; the lame An- 
ſwer muſt be given to him as I have already gi- 
ven to thoſe who, for the ſame Reaſon, enter- 
| tain ſome Doubt about Feſus Chriſt's being the 
begotten Son of God. Surely God's Knowledge is 
_ infinitely greater than ours; and if He has plainly 
— a Thing ſo to be; what a Preſumption is 
it in us, poor Mortals, to refuſe to believe it, be- 
; _ A are not able to underſtand the Manner 
There are many other particular Circumſtan- 
ces relating to the Birth, Life, Death, Reſurrec- 
tion, and Aſcenſion of our bleſſed Saviour, and 
many other Things ſaid and taught by Him and 
His Apoſtles, which are very plainly ſet forth in 
1 and very profitable to be known, 
as far as a Man is capable of coming to the 
Knowledge of them; Of which yet if a Man 


thereby affected, except his Ignorance proceeds? 


En 
7 


happens to be ignorant, his Salvation will not be 


c 32 I 
from. "Bp own groſs Neglect or Cateleſſneßb: Bur 


in the ſeveral Things, which I have now recoun- 
tec, the Glory of God, and the Salvation of us 
all are nearly concerned; for which Reaſon they 
qught to be known and believed hy every Chri- 
 ſhan, and diligently taught a — by all 

Sen have the Care a Souls committed to. 
tbem. 

And thus I have ſhewn. mine. are the ſeveral 
enen which we are hound to believe con- 
cerning Chriſ, in order to our being ſaved through 
him; which was: the firſt Queſtion propoſed: 

The other Queſtion, which, remains to be an- 
ſwered, is this 3 bat are the ſeveral Command- 
ments of Gvg, which, for the ſame Purpoſe, _—_ 
ebliged to lech? Te which, in a Thing ſo ve 
well known aſhorr aner provided! ir be plains 
An the Commandwents, which God bas given 
unto Men, have been, and muſt of Neceſſity al- 
ways be either, Firſt, Moral; or Secondly, Po» 
: pe: Commandments z 85 We wu neee 

M. a 

By Moral er aas: man all ach a 

require Things that arc im themſelves, an 
in their Nature; the Goodneſs. of which every 
ſober Man's Reaſon is ſufficient to convince. him 
of. Thus the Commandments which God has 
given, both in the Old and New Teſtament, that 
we ſhould love, fear, ſerve, and worſhip him, 
and not give rehigieus Worſhip to any other; 

that we ald love our Neighbour as our ſelves, 
; and. do unto all Men as we would they ſhould: do 
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and temperate, and carefully abſtain from every 
Action and Deſire that is any way contrary to 


whatever God has thus enjoined: All this ſort 


of Commandments (I ſay) we call Moral Com- 
zandments; becauſe the Goodneſs of them is moſt 
manifeſt to every one who will but ſoberly think 
of them. And that all theſe Moral Commandments 
are of perpetual Obligation to all Chriſtians, and 
indeed to all Men that were, are, or eyer ſhall 


S be, is ſo manifeſtly declared W the Ho- 


ly Scriptures, and ſo univerſally acknowledged by 
all Parties, that I need not here offer any thing 
rf. | 
Beſide ſuch things as theſe, which are natu- 
rally and eternally good, and to every Man's ſo- 
ber Reaſon appear ſo to be, God was formerly 
pleaſed ro command other things alſo, which had 
o other Goodneſs in them but only that God 
had commanded them; and ſuch Commandments 
as theſe we call Poſitive Commandments or Iuſtitu- 
tions. Thus he commanded our firſt Parents that 
they ſhould not ear ot the Fruit of one particu- 
lar Tree in the Garden of Eden. Thus when he 
had given full Liberty to Mankind to eat the 
Fleſh of every other living Creature, for their 
Suſtenance; yet he commanded them not to eat 
the Blood of any ſuch Creature; Gen. ix. 4. Which 


Command we find ſeveral times repeated in the 


Law of Moſes: Thus he commanded Abraham 
that every Male or Man- child of his Family and 
all his Poſterity ſhould be circumciſed; Gen. xvii. 


10. Thus he gave ſeveral Commands unto the 


People of  I/ratl, COINS Sacrifices, Oblati- 
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ons, Purifications, and the Obſervation of cer- 
5555 Days or Times: And (to omit all other par- 
ticular Inſtances) altho' it is a Moral Duty that 
ſome proper time ſhould be ſet apart for the pub- 
lick Worſhip and Service of God; yet that this 
ſhould be the ſeventh Day of the Week, rather 
than the firſt, or ſecond, or any other Day of it, 
was only a pof tive Commandment. 

Now that all theſe poſitive Commandments con- 
tained in the Old Law, and among them, that 
of the ſeventh-day-Sabbath, as far as it is a poſitive 
Command, were by the Goſpel of Chriſt utterly 
abrogated and laid aſide, and that no part of that 
Law was to be retained but what is purely moral, 
is fo very plain, both from the whole Deſign of 
the New "Teſtament, and many well known par- 
ticular Paſſages in it, and ſo univerſally believed 
by all Chriſtians, that I need not ſtand now to 
give any more particular Proof of it. 
But altho' all the old poſitive Commands, which 
God formerly gave to his choſen People, are a- 
boliſhed and done away by Jeſus Chriſt, yet there 
were four poſitive Commands, which he thought fit 


to leave with his Apoſtles, for ever to be obſer- : 


ved i in his Church to the End of the World. 
Firſt, That all Perſons, who are received i into 
his Church, ſhould be baptized In the Name of 
he Fatber, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. 
Mart. xxvili. 19. 
Secondly, That all, who profeſs the Chriſtian - 
Fans ſhould often eat of that Bread, and drink 
H that Cup, which he appointed to be eaten and 
drank in remembrance of bim, and to for n 
is 


309 
bis Death until he come. Mart. xxvi, 26, Cc. 1 Cor. 
„ | | 
Thirdly, That the Firſt Day in every Week 
(being the Day on which he aroſe from the Dead) 
ſhould in a particular manner be ſer apart for the 
Service of God, and the holding Aſſemblies for 
his Worſhip : Which has all along been done in 
the Chriſtian Church from the very time of his 
Reſurre&ion : John xx. 26. Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. 
Xvi. 2. For which Reaſon the Day has all along 
been called the Lord's Day; Rev. i. 10. as being 
particularly appointed by him. FINE] 
Fourthly, Thar (to avoid Confuſion 1 Cor. xiv. 
23.) every. Man ſhould not be ar liberty to take 
upon himſelf the Performance of Holy Offices 
in the Church; but that there ſhould everywhere 
be ſettled Paſtors and Teachers, whoſe proper 
Buſineſs ir ſhould be to inſtruct the People, and 
ſo to regulate all the Circumſtances of religious 
Performances among them, as that all things be 
done to edifying. 1 Cor. xiv. 26. and decently and in 
order. ver. 40. For this purpoſe our Saviour ſent 
his Apoſtles John xx. 21. as Labourers in God's 
Haxveſt; Mat. ix. 38. And they, by virtue of 
the Authority which they had received from him, 
wherever they planted the Goſpel, not only re- 
gulated all theſe things themſelves; as we find 
St. Paul expreſsly to have done; 1 Cor. xiv. but 
alſo appointed others to do the ſame; and for this 
purpole ordained Elders in every Church; Acts xiv. 
23. Tit. i. 7. giving Commandment to the Peo- 
ple to obey them who had the rule over them, and 
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ing that ſuch Teachers ſhould alway be contin 
in the Church. The things that thou haſt heard 

from me, among many witneſſes, the ſame commit 

thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach o- 
thers alſo, ſays St. Paul to Timothy; 2 Tim. ii. 
2. Although none of theſe Teachers or Rulers. 
were to be Lords over God's heritage, 1 Pet. f. 3. 
or to have dominion. over the faith of Chriſtians ;. 
2 Cor. i. 24. but only to feed the flock of God, and 
zake the: overſight thereof, 1 Pet. v. 2. | 
And thus I have given a plain and full, tho? 
brief, Account of the Anſwer which our Bleſ- 


ſpeculative. and practical, which by mou have 
and about 


"tar 


not to ON numbred, and much leſs to be read; 
J ſhall give him a very ſhort but plain Anſwer. 

Firſt, If any Doctrine appears to be falſe, and 
manifeſtly contrary to plain Reaſon, or Holy 
Scripture, or both, it is without any more _ 
to be rejected. 

Lands, If any Dochriae be intricate and per- 
plexed, and miniſters. queſtions rather than godly A 
Hing which is in faith, St. Paul has directed us 
not 10 give heed to ſuch things, 1 Tim. i. 4. Y 

Thirdly, If any Doctrine be uſeful and profitas. | 
ble, although not ſtrictly neceſſary. to Salvation 3 
there is no Doubt to be made, but that it may be 
ſoberly debated by thoſe who are of Capacity for 
it: Provided always that it be done with Mode- 
ty; Humility, and Charity; and without aſſum- 

ing any dominion over the faith of C Wilen, CY 
Cor. i. 24. 5 
_.. Fourthly, No ee is to be impoſed either 
to be believed or put in practice, as neceſſury 18 
Salvation, beſides what has been taught as ſuch by 
Jeſus Chriſt or his Apoſtles. This is a Point of. 
great Importance 3 and therefore I ſhall a lirtle 
enlarge upon it. 

When God had any his Law unto the Pro 


ple of 1ſrael, he laid a ſtrit Injunction upon them 


that they ſhould not add to — word which he com- 
manded them, neither ſhould they diminiſb ought frum 
it. Deut. iv. 2. and xii. 32. Solomon alſo gives 
them ſuch another Charge: Prov. xxx. 6. Add: 
thou not (ſays he) unto his words, left: he reprove: 
Idee, and thou be found a liar. Tt was not hereby 
faxbiggen: to n Authority, to malte Human, 


CES 


. 


2 i L 
* 
i 8 72 2 7 1 
3 a 4 
3 
* Py 
IS Ev * 


. 
5 * 


„ LT, 

Laws for the prudent Regulation and Conduct 
of Affairs both in Church and State; but only 
that they ſhould not take upon them to make 
any Alteration in Cds Law, either by adding any 
thing to it, or diminiſhing any thing from it; 
but that whatever ſhould be eſtabliſhed by any 
Human Law, ſhould no farther be required, than 
as by Human Authority; and not impoſed upon 
the People, as if God himſelf had immediately 


commanded it. And if no ſuch Addition to, or 


Alteration in the Law of God given by Moſes, 
was allowed to be made by any Man or Men 
whatſoever; I think that by Parity of Reaſon, 


the ſame Care ought ſtrictly to be taken with 


regard to the Goſpel of Feſus Chriſt. But there 
is ſomething farther yet to be ſaid touching this 
The Apoſtles of Chriſt, who were ſent and 
commiſſioned by him to preach the Goſpel; the 
Apoſtles (I fay) were faithful ſtewards of the my- 


fteries of God; 1 Cor. iv. 1. 2. Good flewards of 


the manifold grace of God; 1. Pet. iv. 10. They 
kept back nothing that was profitable; Acts xx. 
20. But wherever they planted a Church, they 


declared unto them all the' counſel of God; ver. 27. 


That is to ſay, they fully taught them every 
thing that was neceſſary, or even profitable to 


their Salvation. 


But ſome falſe Teachers and Preachers there 
were, who ſoon began to make Alterations, of 
their own deviſing, in the Goſpel. Particularly, 


there were ſome that taught that except men were 
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1 they could not be ſaved : Acts xv. 1, 24. 
This Doctrine had made a great Progreſs in the 
Church of Galatia. The Preachers of it had 
no Deſign of utterly aboliſhing, or wholly ſet- 
ting aſide the Goſpel of Chriſt But they endea- 
8 to add ſomething to it, as neceſſary to Sal- 

vation, which Chriſt or his Apoſtles had never 
taught ſo to be. And yet the Apoſtle St. Paul 
calls this another Goſpel... I marvel (lays he) that 
he are ſo ſoon removed from him that called you in- 
to the grace of Chriſt, unto another goſpel : Which 
is not (indeed properly ſpeaking ) another; but 
there be ſome that trouble you, and would pervert 

the goſpel of Chriſt. By another Goſpel then, it is 
plain, he means no more bur the adding any thing 
to the Goſpel, as neceſſary 70 Salvation, which 


had not been taught ſo to be either by Chriſt or 


his Apoſtles ; and to put a ſtop to this and all 
the like Practices and Attempts, he adds theſe 
moſt remarkable Words: But though we, or an 


| angel from heaven, preach any other goſpel unto. you, 


than that which we have preached unto you, let 


them be accurſed. And that his Words may make 
the deeper Impreſſion, he repeats the ſame thing 
again, As we ſaid before, ſo ſay I now again, Af 
any man preach another goſpel unto you, than that ye 
have received, let him be accurſed. As you my 
read the whole, Gal. i. G. 

Tho' then, for the preſent, ae ſhould ſuppoſe that the 
Authority of Tradition and all the General Councils, 
and others, that ever were in the World, and of all 
the Fathers and ancient Liturgies that ever were in the 


; Arcs and of all the learned as that are or ever. ©, > 1 


cee upon the face hy the Earth, and the Aarberg 6 
=. wenofan Angel from Heaven, could be brought to prove © 
any one thing to be neceſſary to Salvation, which neither 
Chrift nor his Apoſiles ever taught '/o to be; 3 we ag 
Fs have no manner of reg ard to it all. 
As Sr. Paul did, 10 do I repeat the fame E unf 6 
again Though for the preſent, &c * 
The Terms and Conditions of our Salvation are 
Kxed by God, and have faithfully and fully beer 
made . — by Chrift and his Apoſtles; nor have 
allthe Men that are or ever were, no nor all the An- 
gels in Heaven, any Authority given to them, or a- 
ny of them, to make any Alteration in or Addition 
deo them And whoever attempts ſo to do, let him 
Well conſider how he ſhall «ſcape that dreadful 
Cure which St. Paul, in theſe Words of his, th =" 
= have but now quored, denounces againſt him. 
Let us hear the Concluſion of the whole M * 
= ter: Bar God and keep his commandments ; for this 
is tbe whole duty of man. For God ſhall bring every 
cor imo judgment, with every ſecret thing, whether © 
: = be good, or whether it be evil. Eccleſ. x11. 13. 14. 
II Will only add one remarkable Paſſage of St. 
Paul, which I wiſh were deeply imprinted upon. 
dhe Heart of every Chriſtian. © Flee alſo youthful 
las; but follow v gercorfue fi, faith, charity, peace 
ub them that call on the Lord, out of a pure heart. 
= fooliſh and unlearned queſtions avoid, WR: 
Vat wed do * 18 2 Tim. 1, 225 * 
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